
	
	

National Property Listings Rise, Jumps in Big Cities 

                                                              March 7, 2017 

Figures released today by SQM Research reveal national residential listings increased 3.9% 
to 336,604 over the month of February 2017, but they are down 5.1% from a year earlier. 
The data reveals Melbourne, Sydney and Canberra recorded the biggest monthly rises in 
listings, up 16.4%, 18.0% and 21.1% respectively, compared to a year earlier. 

Canberra recorded the largest monthly rise in stock levels, up 21.1% to 3,636 to be up 0.2% 
from a year earlier. Sydney also recorded a big monthly rise in stock levels of 18.0% to 
25,524, down modestly 0.7% over the year. 

Louis Christopher, the Managing Director of SQM Research, said the big rise in listings in 
the big cities should help to alleviate tight supply in many of the nation’s property markets, 
with Hobart’s and Melbourne’s property listings still well down from a year earlier.  

“Despite the big jump in listings in Sydney and Melbourne in February, property asking 
prices are still rising in the nation’s two biggest cities, which highlights just how strong these 
property markets are. This momentum is likely to continue this year with interest rates 
hovering at very low levels, and today’s decision by the Reserve Bank to hold rates steady is 
likely to fuel ongoing price gains,” said Louis Christopher, the Managing Director of SQM 
Research.  
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Key Points 

• Total online national residential listings rose to 336,604 in February 2017, up 3.9% 
from January 2017, but down 5.1% over the year. 

• Canberra recorded the largest monthly rise in stock levels, up 21.1% to 3,636 to be 
up 0.2% from a year earlier. 

• Sydney recorded a big monthly rise in stock levels of 18.0% to 25,524, down 
modestly 0.7% over the year. 

• Listing only fell in Darwin over February 2017 by 0.7% to 2,022, to be down 1.4% 
over the year. 

City February 2016 total January 2016 total February 2017 total Monthly change % Yearly change %
Adelaide 16995 15675 16186 3.3% -4.8%
Brisbane 28263 28511 29347 2.9% 3.8%
Canberra 3627 3003 3636 21.1% 0.2%
Darwin 2050 2037 2022 -0.7% -1.4%
Hobart 3897 3333 3373 1.2% -13.4%
Melbourne 36406 28249 32892 16.4% -9.7%
Perth 24643 25804 26699 3.5% 8.3%
Sydney 25698 21633 25524 18.0% -0.7%
National 354633 323904 336604 3.9% -5.1%



	
	

• Hobart has posted the biggest fall in listings over the year, to be down 13.4% with 
monthly listings up 1.2%. 

• While Melbourne stock levels are up 16.4% to 32,892 over the month, they are down 
9.7% over the year. 
 
 

About SQM Research  

SQM Research is an independent investment research house which specialises in providing 
accurate property related research and data to financial institutions, property professional, 
real estate investors and the media. 

It is owned and operated by one of the country’s leading property analysts, Louis 
Christopher. 

For six years Louis was Head of Research and then General Manager of Australian Property 
Monitors before leaving the firm to launch SQM Research, a leading residential property 
data researcher fund manager ratings house specialising in ratings for property related 
funds. 

For further information please contact Louis Christopher -    Louis@sqmresearch.com.au 
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